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Worship Dates
December
Sunday 2

Tuesday 4
Saturday 8
Sunday 9
Sunday 16

Sunday 23
Monday 24
Tuesday 25
Sunday 30

10.30am Family Worship, Holy Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
6.30pm Ecumenical Evening Service for Advent
at St Edmund’s
7.00pm Advent Service of Remembrance
Rev Tim Lowe
3pm - 5pm Christmas Messy Church
10.30am Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe
6.00pm Community Carol Service
9.30am Early Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
10.30am Family Worship and Gift Service
Rev Tim Lowe
4.00pm Christingle
Rev Tim Lowe, Worship Group
10.30am Festival Service
Rev Tim Lowe, Worship Group
3.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm Communion Service
Rev Tim Lowe
9.30am Christmas Day Celebration
Rev Tim Lowe, Worship Group
10.30am Family Worship
Mark Grant and Jane Dixon

January 2019
Sunday 6
Sunday 13
Sunday 20
Sunday 27
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10.30am Family Worship, Holy Communion
Rev Tim Lowe
10.30am Family Worship
Sheila Telfer
6.00pm Evening Service
Rev Tim Lowe
10.00am Ecumenical Covenant Service at St Edmund’s
10.30am Family Worship
Rev Tim Lowe

NB No Ecumenical Evening Service in January
ST ANDREW'S ROUNDHAY WINTER QUARTERLY 2018

Our Christmas Carol
Welcome to the Winter/Advent/Christmas edition of our special quarterly magazine from
St Andrew’s Roundhay. Our theme for this edition is Christmas carols.
It has been said that many of us learn our theology (that which we believe about God) from the
songs of faith that we sing. We often call these hymns, but during Advent and Christmas we refer
to them as ‘carols’. Many of us love a good carol and may well have our personal favourite – you
know, the one we get offended about if the minister hasn’t included it over the Christmas season!
That aside, if it is true that we learn much of our theology through the songs we sing, then surely
that can be no more true than what we sing about through our Christmas carols.
As you will read later in this edition, just before Christmas last year I challenged some folk at
St Andrew’s to have a go at writing their own Christmas carols. We were primarily thinking of
a carol as a piece of poetry, so most weren’t intended to be set to music. We were inspired by
one of the greatest of carols, one which was never actually written to be sung. ‘A Christmas
Carol’, to give it it’s original title, was written by Christina Rossetti as a poem for a literary
magazine in 1874. You probably know it by another name: ‘In the bleak midwinter’. We all have
to start somewhere!
Rossetti’s ‘A Christmas Carol’ draws together in the final verse many sentiments which I hope
we will share together this Advent and Christmastide:
What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man
I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him:
give my heart.
Anyway, enjoy this issue and I hope you like our carols.
May you feel blessed through what you sing and those you sing beside.
I wish you God’s blessing for Advent and a hope-filled Christmas.
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5 Beers to Christmas
I’ve worked in the brewing industry for the last twenty years and seen the
inside of many a brewery both in the UK and abroad. This has inevitably
pushed me into my quest to find my favourite beers ever. It’s a hard task
tasting beer in the pursuit of perfection, as you often find yourself
criticising very good, well rounded and easily quaffed beers because
they’ve got too many of one particular style of hop or are so strong you
can’t enjoy enough of it without falling over hours before your drinking
pals are saying a polite good evening and heading home.
Everyone’s pallets differ greatly, I am by no means a ‘super taster’,
someone who is able to tell the differing quantities of ingredients and
specific taste profiles, but I’d like to think I’ve tasted enough beers to have
a reasonable opinion on flavours.
Having been asked to review 5 Christmas beers I started thinking almost instantly what makes
a beer Christmassy? Well, the flavour helps, but the company its consumed in probably a lot more
important. The thoughts and memories the beers provoke and help you make, allow each sip to
become more enjoyable and that surely helps kick even the most mediocre beer higher up the
favourites list.
Having considered all of this I decided to ignore the original request for Christmas beers and to
put a list together of beers that will taste great and give you that warm feeling we all crave as the
nights draw in, the temperature drops, and fire is stoked with extra logs.
So, here we go, in no order whatsoever is the list of beers I’ll be enjoying with family and friends
this Christmas.

Tiny Rebel Brewery, Stay Puff Marshmallow Porter 5.2% ABV
(Newport, South Wales)
Dark and creamy like most porters on the bar but, and this is a big but, it’s sweet,
warm, smooth and tastes like no other porter or stout you’ll have ever tried before.
It not a sickly-sweet taste, it’s well balanced with the dark roasted malts giving it
a slight bitter after taste.

Badger Ales, The Cranbourne Poacher 5.7% ABV (Blandford Forum, Dorset)
Plum, Damson, Liquorice, Chocolate flavours. A pint of this by an open fire is pure
joy in my opinion. This is honestly one of my favourite beers ever, top 5 without a
doubt. I will say that this beer will divide families, it’s not your usual ruby ale but
well worth a try.
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Huyghe Brewery, Delirium Christmas 10% ABV (Ghent, Belgium)
I’m a big fan of Delirium Tremens blonde beer, often a summers evening fridge
staple in our house but come clock change here in the UK it’s time to switch
to the Christmas version. Stronger at 10% ABV, a chestnut amber ale with more
of the Tremens spiced flavour but with a sweetened aftertaste likely from the
alcohol strength. Choose your evening well for this one, it’s one to savour.

Franziskaner Brewery, AlkoholFrei Weissbier 0.5% ABV
(Munich, Germany)
You’re the designated driver on Christmas day, you’re starting dry
January, you’ve had enough J2O to sink a ship, this beer has all the
flavour of its alcohol laced sibling and none of the booze. It’s malty and
has a little spice, the aftertaste of rich tea biscuits is soothing and
comforting. All the taste and none of the “morning after the night before”
headache. What’s not to like?

Revolutions Brewing Company, Swoon 4.5% ABV (Castleford,
West Yorkshire)
This beer is top of the milk stout class, it’s smooth and creamy without the
chill of its kegged equivalent stouts. The body is lighter, weighted more like
an amber ale then you expect, chocolate and fudge flavours rounded off
with malty coffee. This beer is for when Christmas dinner is over and it’s
time for pudding!

Matthew Horsey

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of St Andrew’s
magazine. The deadline for contributions to the February issue is 12 January
please. Articles may be typed, hand-written or you can send them by email to
Claire Westgarth claire.westgarth@btinternet.com
Views expressed by groups and individuals in this magazine are
personal and do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the
United Reformed Church, St Andrew’s Roundhay United
Reformed Church, or any member of the editorial team.

Front cover photograph taken by Mandy Grant during Chrismas 2017 and used with
permission
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In Bible Reflections we studied Mark 12:28-34 dwelling on the greatest commandment "You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart,and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength" and "You shall love your neighbour as yourself"
We made a list of what we thought Love is. We plan to put this on the notice board in the car park
entrance over the advent season and invite people to add their ideas of what love is.

The Bible Refection Group

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovelylove divine,
love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign.
Love is ...........?
Love is sometimes a kind gesture without words
Love is more a “doing” than a “feeling” word. It requires action, showing our love in a
practical way
Love is understanding and forgiveness
Love is the absence of hate
Love is acceptance of others beliefs
Love is walking alongside people
Love is serving brother and sister “when you weep, I’ll weep with you” and “when you
laugh, I’ll laugh with you” as a way of showing empathy
Love is tolerance and changing intolerance
Love is treating everyone as an individual
Love is supporting those we find hard to love
Love is non judgemental
Love can be painful
Love is being able to say what you think in love and not giving or taking offence
Love is standing up for what you think is morally right in spite of the rhetoric of powerful
people saying the opposite
Love is making sacrifices for another’s sake
Love is when the other person’s happiness is more important than your own
Love is physically caring for someone when they are unable to care for themselves
6
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Love is holding hands
Love is going as far as you can and then going the extra mile

Love shall be our token, love be
yours and love be mine, love to
God and all men, love for plea and
gift and sign.
Christina Rossetti (1830-94)

• 24hr Service

An independent husband and wife run business
with over 35 years’ experience offering you our
support day or night and personally supervised
by Phillip and Thea Thomason.

• Private Chapels of Rest
• Qualified Funeral Directors
and Embalmers
• Memorials / Headstones
• Funeral Prepayment Plans
• International Repatriation
• Green / Woodland Funerals
• Also Horse Drawn /
Motorcycle Hearse

137 Easterly Road, Oakwood,
Leeds LS8 2RY

0113 248 2899

120A-122 Crossgates Road,
Leeds LS15 7NL

0113 264 1405

email: phillip@thomasonsfunerals.co.uk

www.thomasonsfunerals.co.uk

7
ST ANDREW'S ROUNDHAY WINTER QUARTERLY 2018

Mince Pies!
I am not a fan of pastry and as a child I really did not like mince pies. This may have been to
do with the fact that mince pies in my family were very plain and were made with
unsweetened pastry!
But my opinion changed when I tried one of my mother-in-law’s mince pies! I did not know
that they could be so delicious!
So I now use her recipe every year and impress my side of the family with how delicious
mince pies really can be!!
Ingredients:
•

8oz plain flour

•

1.5oz ground almonds

•

3oz icing sugar

•

6oz butter (you really must use proper butter!)

•

1 egg yolk

•

12oz mincemeat

•

You will also need one 12 cup cake baking tray

Method
1.

Mix all dry ingredients in a bowl, adding butter last, to achieve a fine bread
crumb consistency. Then add in the egg yolk and roll dough into a ball

2.

Wrap dough in cling film and place in the fridge for 30 minutes

3.

Preheat oven to 180c

4.

Roll pastry to approximately 3mm thick on a floured surface

5.

Cut out 12 bases and 12 tops using a 3.5” and 2.5” cutter respectively

6.

Place bases in baking tray, add a teaspoon of mincemeat to the middle of each,
add and seal tops with a little brushed water remembering to make a tiny slit in
the top for the steam to escape

7.

Bake for 30 minutes or until a light golden colour

8.

After baking remove tray from oven, leave to stand for 10 minutes before
emptying out onto a wire rack and sprinkle with icing sugar

9.

Yummy!!

(Recipe passed on to Rachel Lowe from Daphne Lowe)
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The Chrismon Tree
The Chrismon Tree is a Christmas tree with a difference. All its decorations tell something of the
life and nature of Jesus, that it is his birth we celebrate and his life example we try to follow. The
word ‘Chrismon’ comes from a shortened version of ‘monograms-of-Christ’, or, put simply,
pictures of Jesus. Our Chrismon Tree will speak the message of those who made it. It is a way
of stating what we believe. It shows that we understand the message of Christ, especially in a
season where other messages can dominate.
The idea for totally decorating the traditional Christmas tree in Christian symbols comes from the
Lutheran Church in Virginia, USA in the 1950’s. One member, who was an artist, thought their
ordinary Christmas tree in church seemed so meaningless, so came up with something different
which talks of our faith and new symbols are added to the tree as a sign of our growing faith.
Each week of Advent we will make and add more symbols to our tree. With the exception of the
first week, you are asked to make these symbols at home (not buy!) in any way you like, to hang
on our tree. The purpose of making of the Chrismons is to encourage each of us to find our own
way to creatively express our faith and to share it during the season of Advent. So, no two
Chrismon trees will ever be the same!
To ensure a feeling of simplicity and an expression of our faith, which are the key message of the
tree, there are some basic rules for our Chrismon Tree:
• the tree will be an evergreen – a symbol of eternal life;
• the symbols will be made largely in gold and white – gold for Christ’s majesty white for Christ’s
purity; be no more than 3 inches high; and made to hang on a tree;
• lights on the tree should also be white - to remind us Christ is the light of the world;
• we should remember the meaning of the symbols, so we can pass the message on.

ADVENT 1 – The symbol for the 1st week of Advent is a ‘star’. This is is only week you don’t
need to make anything beforehand. The star guides the scholars/magi and is a reminder that our
faith is a journey. The star as a symbol for Christ, the light of the world. It is a reminder that we
are called to be like lights for the world.

ADVENT 2 – For the second Sunday in Advent we will make ‘angel’ chrismons. The angel plays
the part of the messenger. The angels brought good news and this is the challenge to us, to bring
good news to our communities today. So, as part of your angel, include words or pictures of good
news you want to share with the people of Leeds!

ADVENT 3 – On the third Sunday please make ‘crown’ chrismons – symbols of Christ the King
– the God who comes for all the world, whose kingdom is to replace this world’s unjust and
warring kingdoms. You could decorate your crown with symbols of peace.

ADVENT 4 – For the final Sunday in Advent our symbol is a ‘crib’. The crib scene takes us to
the heart of the Christmas story and asks us a question: Are we ready to welcome Jesus? Are we
ready to add this symbol of our recommitment to all that he means for?
All this will take place within the part of worship when all ages are together each Sunday. Whilst
we will still light the Advent Candles in the opening part of our worship each week, our shared
involvement in The Chrismon Tree will take place at the end of worship. This means our children
and young people will go out most Sundays slightly earlier than usual, taking time in their groups
to make Chrismons, but come back into the sanctuary at the close of worship so that we can all
hang our decorations on the tree together.
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Christmas carols from the Bible Reflections Group 2017
Last Advent our new minister Tim Lowe introduced us to carols from a book by Janet Morley
called ‘Haphazard by Starlight’. (Highly recommended.) We studied some carols including well
known ones, as poems, trying to ignore the tune in our heads! It helped us to reflect on the
Christmas story in a different way. At the end of the session Tim challenged us to write our own
carols. Here follows the offerings of some of the group. We hope that you will enjoy them.

Barbara Mary Dec 2018

Christmas 2017

Christmas carol

It was Christmas 2017.

Amid the bustle of Bethlehem

Over 2,000 years have passed

A special baby was born.

since a babe was born in Bethlehem

His parents gazed lovingly on him

and for us it came to pass

This was the first Christmas morn.

that we again would celebrate
the birth of Christ the King.

Out on the hillside surrounding
Bewildered shepherds were still

Long, long ago shepherds came

The usual dark sky was filled with light

to bring their offerings

And voices sang of good will.

followed by wise men to pay
homage to their King.

Many, many miles away
Wise men had seen a new star

So we follow their example

They set out on a journey

in this troubled world today,

Not knowing how long or how far.

and come to kneel together
at the manger where you lay.

This story we’ve heard so many times
Each year we hear it anew

We come with hope within our hearts

We think about the journey we’re on

for peace throughout the world

As Lord Jesus we travel with you.

and joy that you will walk with us
today and all our years

Pam Clark 2017/18

Brenda Casey 2017/18
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Christmas Carol

Comfort and Joy

A mother joyful and troubled
The father troubled and joyful
That despised Bethlehem should witness
the birth of their joy
the world’s saviour.

And so it seems to be the way
that every year we say;
Why is it that the Christmas stuff is in the shops in
May?

As foretold by many but expected by few.
Though David’s line should last forever
and his offspring should execute justice and
righteousness in the land.
You brown haired child with solemn nut brown
eyes
will be depicted for generation of painters
with your golden hair and azure eyes
set far from your humble home.
Your name will be exalted by the greatest
composers
and your glory will be honoured through the
mightiest buildings
and reverberate through the voices of choristers.
Cross the ages now we ask and come to us afresh
and review as at the time of your birth
and rekindle in us the wonder of that night.

We plan and spend like all the rest and yet we like
to share the good news of our dear Lord’s birth
and that we really care.
But now we need to tell the world
He came because of us,
Oh, peace and goodwill to one and all, one and
all
Oh, peace and goodwill to one and all, one and
all
The message is for everyone:
our sins are all forgiven
and so we must sing praises and thank our Lord in
heaven
The media try to turn us off and put us all to
shame
Oh, peace and goodwill to one and all, one and
all
Oh, peace and goodwill to one and all, one and
all
Sheana Dudley 2017/18
Tune: God rest you merry gentlemen

Lisa Large 2017/18
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Christmas Night
I doze at my master’s feet, the hillside cold:
Above is a darkened sky with needle point stars.
I stir a little.
Hear the voices of shepherds
as they settle for the night.
I feel restless,
Something is about to happen:
Ears pricked I listen in the stillness.
Satisfied no wild thing is near,
I would sense that.
I doze again.
There, there it is again,
A shivering tingling goes from nose to tail;
I look upwards
Surely the sky is brighter now; not soft- starlight,
But a swelling swirling glow.
I growl softly,
My shepherd lays his hand upon my head,
He, too looks up.
The darkness is lifting,
There is a shimmering iridescence
Throbbing with music;
Light and sound inter-twined
Terrifyingly beautiful.
The shepherds hid their eyes,
I turn my head away
But hear, as animals do,
The glorious sound of the angels.
We are to go to Bethlehem
See a King,
Not in a palace but in a stable;
A special star to guide us.
The light recedes,
But the star remains bright.
We go leaving flocks and run whooping like boys.
I should stay but follow my master:
Wanting to see the King
Whose coming has been so wondrously told.
Down the hill we run,
Through Bethlehem’s narrow streets
To the Inn,
Racing to reach the stable.
The star has stopped,
Now the shepherds hesitate, stand still.
Then, through the open door, we see them:
The man standing watchfully by:

The young mother bending over a makeshift crib
Caring for her beautiful new-born son.
The shepherds move forward slowly
Kneel, heads bent.
I lie down outside, seeing everything.
I know that in this moment,
The world has changed.
This baby is the son of God,
The long awaited Messiah.
He will grow,
And through his life and death,
Show all the Way.
There will be no end to His Kingdom.
And all who believe will be welcome.
Maybe, just maybe there will be room for one
small dog
Kath Wolfe 2017/18

A Carol
I wonder what the cattle thought
When they saw a Bright, bright light
And then they heard The Angels sing
It seemed a special night
I wonder what the cattle thought
When they heard a baby cry
Amongst the straw and grass and oats
With Angels' songs nearby
I wonder what the cattle thought
When shepherds came to gaze
And with them came their new born lambs
Their eyes were full of praise
I wonder what the cattle thought
When wise men tired and old
Arrived with precious Frankincense
And Myrrh and Precious Gold
We know why this child was born
He was God's only son
He came to earth to save us all
His work had just begun.
Pat Walkden 2017/18
To the tune of While Shepherds Watched
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Unquenchable light

Hushabye baby

The shepherds lit up by the shining angel,
the sky alight with the heavenly host,
the star above the humble stable,
where the light of the world was born.

“Hushabye baby”, Jesus is born,
Rocked in his cradle poor and forlorn,
“His life will bring glory” the bright angels sing,
Tho’ here in a stable, our God and our King.

The shepherds who worshipped him first, and
shared that light,
the wise men guided by the moving star,
which stopped over the place where the light was
born,
bringing gifts fit for a King, to a baby born of the
Virgin Mary.
That baby grew into a man,
God in human form,
who shone his light into dark lives and places,
and brought hope and healing.

“Hushabye baby”,what can I do
To show you my love and my own faith renew?
How can I honour your joy and your pain,
When life is a burden, my sin is a stain?
“Hushabye baby”, Christ sings to me!
“I come to love you , child can’t you see?”
Then I’m not alone now, never forlorn,
Hushaby baby, Jesus is born
Celly Rowe 2017/18

And darkness came over the whole land,
and the light of the world died:
but God said “Let there be light” and there was
light,
and God separated the light from the darkness,
and the light lived.
Humbly, Lord God, use me, even me,
to shine your light into the dark places and minds
of this world.
That light that the darkness cannot overcome.
Barbara Mary 2017/18

Hymn: A star shone out in Bethlehem
A star shone out in Bethlehem, two thousand years
ago,
A light that burned more brightly than the sun,
And wise men saw and understood its promise of
new life
And knew their greatest journey had begun.
Follow a star, shining and bright,
Reach for a star to light up the way. Love is the star,
walk in its light,
Build for tomorrow today.
Through dark night of Gethsemane,
o’ershadowed by the Cross,
To new life born of God’s eternal love

They journeyed in the footsteps of the One
who is the way,
While day and night the star shone bright above.
Follow a star, shining and bright, ....
Sustain us on our journey, Lord, and nurture
in our hearts
The vision of the pilgrims gone before:
A future built for all to share, a witness to your love.
Lord, let the star shine bright for evermore!
Follow a star, shining and bright,.......
Words: Andrea Varnavides June 1996
Music: Una Robertson
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Our Church
The people of St Andrew’s seek to:

Tell and explore the story of Jesus
Christ;
Celebrate and share the love of God.
Our ground floor buildings have ramps at the entrances and in
the corridors to make them accessible to people with any kind of
disability. An induction loop system is installed in the church
and in the Memorial Hall for the benefit of people with hearing
difficulties. Hearing aids should be turned to the ‘T’ position.
You can find out more about St Andrew’s by visiting our website
at www.standrews.cc

RoCo invite you to come to a Burns Night celebration - an evening of
fun, frivolity and even some haggis!
Where? St Andrew’s
When? 25 January
From? 7 pm
Watch the notices for more information,
but put this date into those new diaries!
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Your letters
Dear Elizabeth & St. Andrew's
Thank you for my birthday
Bible. I had a great birthday, at
my party we went to the
cinema. I've been to Robinwood
with school and it was great
fun.

Friends at St Andrew's
THANK YOU for my quiz
book for my birthday.
I had a lovely day and like
being 8.
Lovel Isabel xxxxxx

Love Charlotte

Dear St Andrew's family,
I can't thank you enough
for the prayers, cards and
messages I have received,
and the love that has
surrounded me in recent
weeks - I feel so blessed. My
love to you all, and best
wishes for a Christmas of
joy and peace.
Andrea Varnavides

Dear Friends
Thank you so much for all the
messages of sympathy sent to Bill and
me after the death of my sister,
Maureen. Knowing we have been in the
thoughts and prayers of many friends
has helped us in this time of deep
sadness.
Una Robertson.

Thank you for the prayers, flowers,
cards, letters, messages, hugs and
kind words from so many people at St
Andrews following the loss of my
mum, Kathryn.
Also thank you to those who came to her
funeral.
All of these kindnesses have brought a
lot of comfort to our family at this sad
time.
Rosie Blackmore
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St. Andrew’s has been lit up for the following
special people during the last few months
9th September

Gill Milner - “With fond memories of my dear husband Patrick on the
anniversary of our Wedding, Gill”

12th September

"In loving memory of George Lisle on his birthday from Elma and
Rosemary"

22nd September

Janet, Wendy and Penny in loving memory of their mother, Audrey
Reid, on her birthday

29th September

David & Jan Pickering for - “Rachel & Charlie, Wishing you a
wonderful celebratory wedding day and a love filled and happy married
life. With our love, Mum & Dad – Jan & David, Jamie and Anna “

6th October

Andrea Horbury for - “ Anne & Cliff Spinks on Anne’s birthday.
Remembered always with love, Andrea ”

14th October

Gill Milner – “Remembering Dear Patrick on his Birthday, a loving
husband, sadly missed, Gill”

30th October

John & Pam Hodgson - “Remembering our much loved daughter,
Mandy, who would have been 56 on this day. She is in our thoughts
every day and very much missed”

1st November

Ellen Peel - in very loving memory of her husband, Denis
During Advent the lights of St. Andrew’s
will be lit to celebrate Christmas

4th December

“In loving memory of Alan at Christmas, from Lisa Large”

16th December

"To my friends and the family of St. Andrew's with best wishes for a
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year, from Margaret Jowett”

21st December

“Greetings and love to all our friends at St. Andrew's from the Lintotts”

22nd December

"Wishing a happy and peaceful Christmas to all our dear friends at
St. Andrew's followed by a happy and healthy new year, Love Pam &
John Hodgson"
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23rd December

"With fond memories of Roundhay Christmases past and wishing all
our friends at St. Andrew's a very happy Christmas 2018 and a
peaceful, joyful and fulfilling new year. Jan & David Pickering"

24th December

“For the St. Andrew’s family with my love for a joyful Christmas and a
new year filled with peace and good health, from Ellen Peel”

25th December

St. Andrew’s lights shine with love and greetings to our friends in the
community and for those in the Church family who are housebound or
unwell and unable to share Worship. May God’s love, joy, peace and
blessing be yours this Christmas
Light of the World

May Your light shine on those who have lit the church for special people in their lives.
Light of the World
May Your light shine with love on those recently married.
Light of the World
May Your light shine with gentle tenderness on the people
we have loved so much in life and with Your comfort on those
who treasure special memories.
Light of the World
May Your light and love shine through us all as we pray for peace, hope and joy
in the world, this Advent, this Christmas and for ever.
Amen.

LIGHT UP ST. ANDREW’S
The Lights of St. Andrew’s shine in and for the community from
dusk to 11.00 p.m. If you would like to book a special date for
the lights to shine in celebration for someone in your life - and
receive a card to enable you to send your message - then
please contact Elizabeth on 01977 684562.
The suggested payment is a donation of £5.00 towards God’s
work in this church and community. Acknowledgements of
purchaser and recipient will be made in the Quarterly issue of
St. Andrew’s magazine.
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Pastoral News as at 16 November 2018
In and out of hospital:
Jo Allen after a hip replacement operation and Jacob Robson (6) – broken collarbone

In hospital:
Rita Hayes has been moved from the LGI to St James’s Hospital

Unwell in recent weeks:
Heather Morley, Stewart Telfer and Andrea Varnavides

Deaths of St Andrew’s family members
Rosie Blackmore’s mother, Kathryn on 20 October
Michael Payne’s Uncle Ken on 6 November
John Greenwood in a nursing home in Skipton, on 25 October, a former member and stalwart
of RoCo
t

t

Dear Lord,
Help us to identify with others and to try to be Christlike to those who are
suffering and help us comfort others with the strength you give us.
Amen

FLORENCE HAIR FASHIONS
145 EASTERLY ROAD
LEEDS LS8 2RY

Difficulties with transport?
Book an appointment on Thursday or Friday, and
we’ll collect you from home, and take you back
again,
absolutely free of charge.
~
Telephone (0113) 240 2556
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Prayer for Change
printed simultaneously in the magazines of
Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God…… to a virgin…..The virgin’s
name was Mary.”
As Mary received this news and was “perplexed” we think of the many pregnant
women across the world in different situations receiving this news. Excited,
devastated, living in war torn countries, living through famine, in comfort, in fear.
Emmanuel - God with us
“In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. All went to their own towns…to the city of David called
Bethlehem….He (Joseph) went to be registered with Mary…”
As Mary and Joseph had to make their way to a foreign place, so today many
pregnant women are journeying due to government dictate, escaping persecution,
being forced to leave their homes. We think of the women of Syria, Central
America, Yemen, the streets of Leeds.
Emmanuel – God with us
“While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth ….and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”
So many mothers give birth in inappropriate places, in danger, in captivity, on the
road, without a home, in fear, alone.
Emmanuel – God with us
Every child is a child of God.
Be with every mother and child this Christmas.
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For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
Iwas thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35

WYDAN
The West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum-seekers support
Network
From Monday 18 to Monday 25 February 2019 WYDAN will be situated here at St Andrew’s,
Roundhay, URC and staffed wholly by volunteers.
2019 will be the third year that we, the congregation of St Andrew’s, have offered to shelter and
feed destitute asylum seekers for a week during the coldest season of the year.
The participants move each Monday, from the beginning of autumn to the end of spring, to a
new place to stay for a week (such as a church, a community centre, a mosque or a synagogue)
with support from volunteers from that establishment.
They will be in St Edmund's the week before they come to us.
Training will be provided by WYDAN for all volunteers, in particular for new volunteers, on
9 January at 6.30pm at St Matthews Church, Wood Lane, LS7 3QF.
Our guests are destitute asylum seekers so new volunteers need to do the training which outlines
what to do in all situations.
When we host, there will be a folder of information, with guidelines to follow, placed in
St Andrew’s. Also, one of St Andrew’s WYDAN organising team will always be available and
a dedicated mobile phone to contact WYDAN for help and advice.
We will hold a meeting for all our volunteers the week before we start to host.
Previous St Andrew’s volunteers have found it very rewarding to take part.
They also often found it more worthwhile doing more than one volunteer slot during the week
as they got to know the guests and the role better. And it is so much better for the guests to have
a bit of continuity by seeing people more than once.
You don’t need to be a church goer to volunteer so if you would like to support WYDAN please
be in touch with us using the contact details at the end of this article.

Will you support WYDAN for a few hours this year?
The sign-up rota will be on the notice board in the car park entrance fromDecember 2018
onwards. Please help if you can.
There are different volunteer slots between Monday 18 and Monday 25 February:•
to cook:
There are options to cook a meal at home (if it’s vegetarian) or to cook
a meat dish at church (it doesn’t need to be halal).
You can attend and serve but, if you prefer, you don’t have to.
You might like to allow guests to cook if appropriate;
•
to socialise in the evening;
•
to stay overnight to supervise;
•
to wash guests’ clothes (there will be a daily pick up);
th
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•
•
•

to help set up Monday morning and dismantle the following Monday;
to help set up before and after the Sunday morning service;
to offer lifts if necessary to the next venue or to appointments.

We have some money from Leeds General Purposes Fund and are looking for support from local
businesses too.
St Edmund's Church will also need volunteers as they host the week before we do.
After breakfast each morning our guests leave for the day (they will be given bus passes) and
may spend the day in Leeds library or they can call at PAFRAS or St George’s Crypt. They
sometimes have appointments to do with their asylum case or their health.
They then return to us late afternoon each day.

We also need support in other ways
We would be grateful if you could loan us games to entertain our guests in the evening. Games
are needed either for pairs or groups or for just one person to play eg dominoes, connect 4 etc.
Or maybe you could offer to set up a film, some music or a live football match for them to watch
one evening.
Also, last but not least, please add the WYDAN project to your prayers.

If you want to take part
Please sign up on the notice board in the car park entrance.
We will have a meeting of our volunteers two weeks before we start to host in order to give
people time to plan menus etc.
If you need any further information please talk to one of the committee in church, or phone
or e-mail any one of us:Carol Fearn
Alex Jowitt
Karen Lamb
Diana Sutherland
Elaine Weston

carolfearn1906@gmail.com
alex.jowitt@outlook.com
karenlamb154@gmail.com
dianasutherland3@gmail.com
emweston@live.com
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Thank You
I would like to thank everyone who contributed
to the “Poppy Cascade” which was created in
the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday.
While other communities have been working on
various similar memorials, ours was a much
more recent thought, inspired by something I
saw on the BBC news. However, there is also
something to be said for doing what we did so
close to the day itself. Or so Beverley and I
convinced ourselves!
Red felt and buttons were everywhere that week.
Those who took part included our children in
WoRM; the children and parents from all the
Toddler Groups; the children of all ages in our
uniformed organisations and their leaders who
kindly allowed Beverley to come into their
meetings that week; the families at the Scout
Bonfire; children and parents from Messy
Church; those from the Peace Party who made
one; and those who kindly took some away to do
at home.
Some of the children in the uniformed
organisations had done their own family
research and were able to put the name of a
fallen family member on the back of their poppy
in their own special act of remembrance.
Special thanks go to those who helped with the
fiddly job of attaching all the poppies at the end
of the week: Mandy, Katie, Willie, Jane,
Susanna, Tim and Beverley. We don’t know
how many poppies there are but it was a
humbling response from so many people for a
special occasion.
Thank you everyone.

Sheila Duncan
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Remembering 1918 Peace Party
One hundred years on from the end of the First World War, we gathered to celebrate peace and
remember those who sacrificed their lives. Greeted by colourful bunting across the entrance, we
entered the sanctuary to handmade poppies cascading from the pulpit and a wonderful exhibition
displaying artifacts and information about the war.
Four perspex shapes were placed amongst the congregation, silver outlined images of soldiers.
These were the ‘There But Not There’ figures. I found it really interesting to discover they
represented four members of this church who were killed in battle, men who lived in our houses
and went to our schools. It stopped me in my tracks and brought home the incredible loss that
was felt in communities throughout the country.
The idea of the Peace Party came from the Messy Church team which was running alongside the
event. The children joined us to hear a story read by Tim and then they left to continue their own
activities, painting stones and making wreaths.
For every year of the war we heard personal accounts of real people, from different occupations,
nationalities, genders and ages. They had widely varying perspectives and they were so touching,
the stories heart-wrenching. Interspersed between each of the readings we had congregational
singing of verses from popular songs of the time such as “It’s a long way to Tipperary”. Jeanette
Payne read extracts from a recently discovered diary of her Great Grandfather. An emotional and
poignant letter written by David Pickering to his Grandfather was read out. It explained how his
grandfather and the grandfather of his good friend Martin Henninger, minister of our partner
church in Germany, had fought on opposite sides in the battle of the Somme.
We finished the afternoon with tea, coffee and delicious War Cake made by various people from
an authentic recipe from 1918. Thank you to everyone who played a part in making this event
so special and memorable for me.

Emily Clarke
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Roundhay Quilt Show
Roundhay Quilters meet twice monthly in St Andrew's Roundhay room and we now have
approximately thirty members. Four people joined as a result of our recent show and we also now
have a waiting list for further places! This demonstrates the success of our October show - our
first, but hopefully not our last. Oakwood and Roundhay Festival organisers paid for the room
hire, which left us free to raise money to support the local charity, Meeting Point. This is a twice
weekly drop-in with food and activities for Asylum Seekers and Refugees at Christ Church in
Armley.
Our show was attended by
approximately one hundred and fifty
people. The level of interest in quilting
was both surprising and gratifying.
Many of our members are also keen
bakers and much cake was consumed
on the day! Our cafe, in conjunction
with a tombola, a raffle and a sales
table generated an incredible £700.
Visitors were also very generous with
cash donations for Meeting Point,
which is always in need of funding to
support its work. The £500 Roundhay
Quilters have donated will support this
vital work. We have decided to retain
£200 to facilitate future charity events
we hope to organise.
We spent a long Friday evening putting
up our exhibits and organising the two
rooms but this was all dismantled very
quickly late the following day. Several
of our group members have recently
travelled to China on a Textile Tour
and a display about this proved
interesting. We also showed work
produced at recent Roundhay
Quilters’ workshops - delivered by a combination of paid external providers and in-house
teachers. Apart from quilts, we displayed cushions, bags, table runners and Christmas items. In
a smaller room we offered a drop in workshop where visitors could have a go at English Paper
Piecing. Several children were keen to do this, which was lovely to see. In addition, Clare from
The Skep had a pop-up shop in this second room.
The whole venture was tiring but also exhilarating. We worked well together as a group and
showed local people what we love to do - receiving many compliments in the process. I think
our lengthening waiting list speaks volumes about the level of interest in quilting and I know many
people would welcome a second group being set up - potentially an evening group. If anyone
is interested in doing this, please contact me…

Alison England

alisonenglandfamily@gmail.com
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!

Summer 2019

!

You are invited!
We have received an invitation to the next Partnership
and Youth Partnership meetings
from the Martinskirche in Bernburg, Germany.

!

!

This will take place in the first week of August 2019.
*Families with young children, single travellers, groups of friends and couples

are invited to the Partnership meeting.
*Young people between the ages of 12 and 25 are invited to

the Youth Partnership meeting.
Bernburg is a town in Sachsen-Anhalt, northern Germany, capital of the Salzlandkreis district.
The former residence of the Anhalt-Bernburg Princes is known for its Renaissance castle.

***Please e-mail interest as soon as possible to: ***
Karen Lamb, convenor of St Andrew’s, Roundhay, URC Partnership committee,
karenlamb154@gmail.com
or Beverley Gilbert, children and families worker,
children@standrews.cc
who will reply with further details.

Our gatherings are always full of
fun and fellowship.
!

!

Join in!

All are welcome!
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Youth and Children
From the foundation of St Andrew's in 1902 children's and youth work
has been a priority of church life, both helping children grow in faith
through a variety of Sunday based groups and helping children and
young people have fun and develop socially through a wide range of
midweek groups and activities. Find out more about how you can get
involved.

2018 has been a great year for children, youth and
families at St Andrew's
Messy Church went out and about in June to Yorkshire Synods Big Day Out at the Yorkshire
Sculpture Park, which not only our messy church families but also member of our congregation
enjoyed. The coach left St Andrew's in the morning for a relaxing journey down. During the day
they took part in a giant sculpture challenge, walked miles around the wonderful grounds finding
answers to the quiz, sat in the sunshine listening to a fabulous choir, ate picnics, drank coffee,
had ice cream and chatted with old friends and new. We finished the afternoon with an uplifting
outdoor service. The sun shone down on us and it was a truly great day.
Other Messy Churches have involved igloos when we were looking at the Environment. For
Moses in the bull rushes we used blue jelly, pretzel stick, small biscuits and a jelly baby to make
our edible Moses in a basket dessert. July saw us looking at how sport and religion work side by
side, we looked at Christian sports people and then spent an active afternoon trying different
sports activities.
November was very special with our remembrance Messy Church. This ran alongside a reflective
community event remembering the end of WW1 in the Sanctuary. Our Messy Church families
joinned with the community event for a short service before heading into the hall for lot of messy
craft all based around poppies and WW1. We finished the afternoon as normal with a home
cooked meal for all the families, only on this occasion it was a cottage pie WW1 style, while the
children enjoyed their edible poppy craft for dessert the parents and carers tucked into fruit cake
made from a 100 year old recipe.
Please read separate the article about the poppy cascade.
Christmas Messy Church is on Saturday
8 December @ 3pm. All ages are
welcome for an afternoon of faith and
friendship + plus lots of glitter, paint and
glue. We always have activities suitable
for both children and adults (and you can
come on own, you don’t have to have
children with you) We will finish with our
wonderful festive buffet.
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Youth Club 2018
Youth club as always has had a very busy year with lots
going on. A few of the activities and themes have included
celebrating St Patrick's day with a party, Easter egg hunt
and craft, veggie evenings, chocolate film night,
Chimorazo day making volcanoes, building scarecrows
and a Jamaican BBQ to finish the summer term and say a
sad goodbye to Adrian, our Time for God volunteer.
The autumn term started with a Mexican night, craft and a
quiz. Other themes were sky at night star gazing, games
night and the Ultimate Frisbee challenge on Soldiers Field
where we had excellent coaching from Dan and some of
the Leeds University Frisbee team.
Remembrance Sunday saw us all going into the Sanctuary to learn about the 4 members of our
congregation who died during the First World War and looking at the memorabilia , making
poppies and poppy coasters and even eating WW1 cottage pie, this was also enjoyed by the
parents.
Christmas trips saw us going to Stockeld Park to take part in skating, the maze and Nordic
skiing, seeing all the Christmas decoration and even Father Christmas. Hot chocolate was the
order of the day to keep us warm.
On Sunday 9 December our youth club families are invited to the Community Carol service
followed by Christmas treat, drinks, craft and a quiz in the Roundhay room. Please put the date
in your diary.
In January we are starting the new year with a trip to see A Christmas Carol at Leeds Playhouse.
A very big thanks to everyone who has helped and supported me this year. None of it would
be possible without you. Looking forward to an exciting and busy 2019.
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Around the world in 9 days.
At this year's holiday club we once again managed to secure funding form Leeds City Council.
This meant we could ask professionals to come in and take sessions for us. Each day we looked
at a different country and explored the culture, religion, sport and food. We all sat down to a
freshly prepared meal from the country. Some of the sports and food we had were Lacrosse when
we were looking at Canada, karate for Korea, skipping for the Netherlands which turned out to
be the most dangerous with cuts and scrapes! India it was curry for lunch followed by an
afternoon of Bollywood dancing, art and singing. We had to include Great Britain and went for
a day out to The Yorkshire Wild Life Park taking a picnic to complete the day.
Part of the long process to get the funding included a peer inspection during our holiday club.
This luckily came on the 22nd August during the first week. I was questioned about first aid, risk
assessment, number of staff, age and number of youngsters taking part. They also interviewed
some of our young people to find what they thought about the activities, food, times and staff.
I am very pleased to say we got a 5 star rating. This should make it possible to get more funding
next year. As the forms have to be in early in 2019, planning will soon begin!
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St Andrew’s Roundhay URC,
Shaftesbury Ave,
LS8 1DS.
Eco club
Every Wednesday
@ 5.15 – 6.15pm,
term time.
Age 5+
Cost £2 per session.
fruit snack &
resources.
Looking at a variety of
topics including local,
national and
international issues, endangered species and our
local wild life. We grow vegetables, and plant
flowers in the church garden to encourage insects
and butterflies. Whilst learning to care for our
environment through craft, games and media
Contact – Beverley 07584137698 or
children@standrews.cc

Christian Aid Lunch
January 24, in the Hall at 12.30 a fund raising
lunch of soup and extras, [cake, fruit etc], in
support of Christian Aid. Please do come
along on the day. Donations can be Gift Aided
to give a big boost to income. Offers of help on
the day or beforehand to make a pan of soup
will be welcome as will all those untouched
cakes from Christmas or biscuits or fruit. Offers
to Alex alex.jowitt@outlook.com
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WoRM Pages

30
ST ANDREW'S ROUNDHAY WINTER QUARTERLY 2018

31
ST ANDREW'S ROUNDHAY WINTER QUARTERLY 2018

From Roundhay to the World
St Andrew’s is committed to sharing the love of God, not just locally
but internationally and seeks to follow the calling of Jesus to offer
good news to the poor. St Andrew’s seeks to be a good steward of
the environment, which we understand is a gift of God for us to care
for and nurture.
Standing with persecuted Christians
Christians around the world gave thanks that Asia
Bibi was spared an eighth Christmas on death row in
Pakistan on a spurious charge of blasphemy and
would spend Christmas with her family.
The Pakistani Supreme Court overturned her
conviction on 31 October. She and her family
remain under threat from Islamists. To restore order,
Imran Khan’s Pakistani government made
a deal with the Islamists that included not letting her
leave the country. Several countries have offered
asylum. Sadly, it is reported, the United Kingdom is
not one of them, because of fears for the safety of
British High Commission staff in Islamabad.
Honourably, Canada is reported to be in talks with the Pakistan government and, God willing,
by the time you read this she and her family will be in safety.
We know from the Acts of the Apostles, Christianity was born in persecution. Modern
persecution of Christians is not new. At school in the 1960s, we learned about, prayed for and
held collections for persecuted Christians in Sudan, then communist Romania and elsewhere.
Christians are persecuted in many countries of the world. Pope Benedict said Christians were
the most persecuted people worldwide. Other persecuted peoples may disagree. The charity
Open Doors, estimates 215 million Christians across the world face persecution, over three
thousand are killed each year and over two thousand Christian women are raped or sexually
harassed or forced into marriage.
From its monitoring, Open Doors publishes an annual World Watch List of countries “where

Christians found it most dangerous and difficult to practice their faith”. In 2017 Pakistan, Egypt,
and Indonesia are among the worst. North Korea is worst of all.

Persecution of Christians and other faiths contravenes article 18 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, which all nations, including those on the World Watch List, adopted on
joining the United Nations.
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In Egypt, Coptic Christians are nearly 15% of the population. The Coptic Church was founded
by the Gospel writer Mark and Alexandria was the centre of early Christianity. Churches are
bombed and Christians killed. Coptic women and girls are kidnapped, forced into marriages and
made to convert. Reverting to Christianity is illegal.
Iranians – in the form of Parthians and Medes - were among those accepting Jesus and speaking
in tongues at Pentecost (Acts, 2, 9) and Christians have been continuously in Iran ever since.
Estimates of the number of Christians vary from 120,000 to 3 million. Some Christian groups
are recognised in the Iranian constitution, with seats in the Majlis, the Iranian Parliament, but
all are subject to Islamic law. Christians face arbitrary arrest. Converts from Islam face the death
penalty. A pastor who refused to recant his Christian faith was sentenced to death.
An eighth of Indonesians are Christian and many occupy senior positions, but Christians,
especially converts, face discrimination and persecution. Churches are bombed. There are
reports of Christian children being ostracised. The Christian former governor of Jakarta and
presidential hopeful is in gaol for alleged blasphemy against Islam. The evidence was a doctored
video of a speech he made. His appeal to the Supreme Court failed, despite the imprisonment
of the person who doctored the speech.
Jesus tells us to care for all our sister and brother Christians. He said, “I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (John, 13, 34-35).
Paul reminds us (1 Corinthians 12, 13 & 26 ) that “ We were all baptised into one body ... and
we were all made to drink of one Spirit”, and, “If one member suffers, all suffer together ...” The
suffering of Asia Bibi and of persecuted Christians elsewhere is our suffering, though, thank God,
in the UK we live in peace, without the threat of persecution.
I hope that in St Andrews, we will pray in church and privately for persecuted Christians and
share news in our services and gatherings. We can write letters and press those in our
government and in international bodies to provide support to the persecuted and hold the
persecutors to account.
We can remember at Christmas the persecuted, especially those who will spend Christmas in
gaol or under threat. We can pray for them to have strength and thank God for their witness.
We can pray that if ever put to the test, we can say unhesitatingly to our accusers, as Asia Bibi
did: “I believe in my religion and in Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for the sins of mankind.”

*Sources: the BBC, CNN, the New Testament, The Guardian, Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, Dawn, Open Doors, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Waging Peace, Christian Today, Home
Office Country Policy and Information Note Iran: Christians and Christian converts, Wikipedia, CBC,
The Express Tribune (of Pakistan) and others.

Ian Macfadyen
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December 2nd

10:30am

December 4th

7:00pm

Advent Sunday Family Worship & Communion
Christmas Service of Remembrance
to think about those who are no longer with us

December 9th
December 16th

10:30am

Family Worship: 2nd Sunday in Advent

6:00pm

Community Carol Service with local schools

9:30am

Early Communion

10:30am

Family Worship & Gift Sunday

December 23rd

4:00pm
10:30am

Christingle Service with Carols & Candlelight
Christmas Festival Service

December 24th

3:00pm
11:30pm

December 25th

9:30am

Christmas Eve Crib Service
Christmas Eve Communion Service
Christmas Day Celebration
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ST ANDREW’S would be delighted to welcome you to our church, and to share worship
with us on Sunday mornings.
Our faith, like that of the first disciples, is centred on the belief that Jesus of Nazareth
is the Son of God. The message is timeless, but we need constantly to be thinking of the
implications of faith for living in today’s world.
As a community of God’s people we share a common faith in God. We are a varied
company, all at different stages on the journey of faith: some have barely started; others
have taken more steps; all travel at a different pace.
We believe we are helped by each other, through our worship and through sharing our
doubts, uncertainties and questions, as well as our hopes and dreams. And our concern
for one another and the wider community is witnessed – in part – by this magazine. Step
inside …
For more information, do visit our website at www.standrews.cc or follow us on
Facebook and Twitter for regular updates:

St Andrew's Church
Shaftesbury Avenue
Leeds
LS8 1 DS

We welcome enquiries. For
information on our mission and
ministry including Sunday services,
baptisms, weddings and funerals
please contact Rev Tim Lowe:

loweandbehold@btopenworld.com

