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Growing in diversity
The Oscars film and television award ceremony on the 9th of February
followed in the footsteps of the BAFTAs, one week previously, in showing
up the whole industry once again for a lack of diversity of nominees in terms
of gender, race or LGBT rights.
At the Oscars awards it was Oscar and BAFTA ‘Best Actor’ award winner,
Joaquin Phoenix, whose off-the-wall acceptance speech was almost
worthy of an award itself in the eyes of many. At the BAFTAs, both its host
Graham Norton and awards presenter Rebel Wilson also commented at
the lack of diversity being celebrated. When the nominations for this year’s
BAFTA film awards were announced, there was criticism that all the
nominees in the four main acting categories were white and Best Director
nominees were all male for the seventh year in a row. Prince William, as
president of BAFTA, gave a speech during the ceremony in which he said:
“we find ourselves talking again about the need to do
more to ensure diversity in the sector and the awards
process. That simply cannot be right in this day and age.”
Joaquin Phoenix was upset that some of his worthy
fellow actors were not getting the same recognition as
him, whilst he was also honest enough to admit to not
having done enough himself in the past to make sure the
films he worked in were diverse. He said, “I’m grateful
that so many of you in this room have given me a second
chance. I think that’s when we’re at our best: when we
support each other. Not when we cancel each other out
for our past mistakes, but when we help each other to
grow. When we educate each other; when we guide
each other to redemption – that is the best of humanity.”
Paul might well begin by berating his brothers and
sisters in Corinth for their divisions, in 1 Corinthians
3.1-9, but it might also be that he is celebrating the
diversity which is bringing them to the maturity of
recognising their oneness in Christ. Paul refers to the
already dramatically changed individuals, who together
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make up the new community, as immature. Their disunity, rivalry, jealousy
and quarrelling lead him to comment that it's as if they’re still restricted to
baby food. He knows that they’ve come a long way from their old pagan
beliefs, but he also acknowledges that they still have a lot of growing-up
to do. This they must do before they will be ready to appreciate the
significance of being part of a mature fellowship of Jesus Christ. Maturity,
it seems, is about not getting side-tracked onto the importance of
individual teachers (e.g. Paul or Apollos), but instead being able to focus
only of Christ. Paul uses both planting and watering as metaphors for the
gospel from which the Corinthian church will grow towards redemption.
Diversity is not an excuse to do whatever we want to do. But it can be a
recognition that we might be mature enough to learn from one another and
to recognise that it is God who enables us to grow to the fullest potential
of who we can be.
Grow in diversity this Lent.

a simple personal prayer of self-acceptance:
Great Creator who birthed me,
help me to grow in knowledge of who you have made me to be.
Great Saviour who walks with me,
take my hand and give me the courage
to accept the person I am called to be.
Great Spirit who watches over me,
guide my steps along life’s road,
that I might see the potential of the path laid out for me.
Creator, Saviour, Spirit,
help me to love me for who you know I am.
Amen.
TJL 2020
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Our Church
Loving God - following Jesus - serving
community
Our ground floor buildings have ramps at the
entrances and in the corridors to make them
accessible to people with any kind of disability.
An induction loop system is installed in the
church and in the Memorial Hall for the benefit of people with
hearing difficulties. Hearing aids should be turned to the ‘T’
position.
You can find out more about St Andrew’s by visiting our
website at www.standrews.cc
During Family Worship there is a staffed creche for those
aged 0-3 available from the start of the service. Our children's
work includes Little Wrigglers for 3-5, WoRM for 5-7 and 7-11
and a young people's group.

Photo credit: David Figures
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Pastoral News as of 12 February 2020
Congratulations to:
Ryan Lawrence, our Time for God volunteer, whose very good results in
his examinations will enable him to go on to apply to Law School in the
USA.
Sheila & Willie Duncan who have moved into a new home in
Northumberland and their son Ken who has been awarded an EU “Marie
Curie Individual Fellowship” which gives him funding to
continue his work at Edinburgh University for two more
years.
David and Bronwen Robinson’s daughter-in-law Michelle
whose book “Ten Fat Sausages” won the award for the Best
‘Laugh Out Loud’ Picture Book at the annual Lollies
children’s book awards.
Megan Westgarth who celebrated her 18th Birthday on 11 February

In hospital:
Jean Walker, Derek Scott-Taylor, Denis O’Brien

Out of hospital:
Lois Manning, Lynne Watson wife of Yorkshire Synod moderator Kevin
Watson

Unwell at home:
Carol Parfitt

Sadly missed:
Klaus Böhm, the minister at the Lutherkirche in Frankenthal in the 1970s,
who with the Minister at St Andrew’s at the time, Eric Allen, set up the
continuing Partnership between our two churches.

Within each day may there be
peace within my busyness,
space where I can rest awhile,
and listen to your gentle voice
before engaging with the world.
6
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Dear Friends
I am making progress and hoping to be back soon. I have really missed
being at Church to share in worship and fellowship.
In the meantime, thank you all so much for your prayers and for visits,
telephone calls, cards and letters. A thank you from Neil for all the help
he has had with shopping over the last few months. Bless you all.
Love from
Carol Parfitt x

New address for Willie and Sheila Duncan
17 Springfield Park
Alnwick
NE66 2NH
01665 510190
Email addresses and mobile numbers
remain unchanged

Tickets for the
April Church lunch
on Easter Sunday,
12 April, will be on
sale on 22 March,
29 March and
5 April.
Come and join in!
7
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Prayer for Change
printed simultaneously in the magazines of
Lidgett Park, St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s churches
Further Confession, after ‘Joy in Enough’* by Green Christian*
Our climate is changing, and we are changing it. It is no longer enough to
call it ‘climate change’; we are in a climate emergency, climate crisis,
climate ___________ add your own description here.
We confess our carbon footprints, our failure to consider the
consequences of our actions, our slowness to react. We are sorry for all
the times we knew the right thing to do but chose to indulge whims, be profligate consumers,
succumb to advertising or ‘had to have’ the latest ________________ add your own item
here.
We are complicit in likely moving earth’s cycle from Holocene to Anthropogenic.
We have not considered the needs of others, whose carbon footprint is a fraction of ours and
affected by climate changes to the weather and seasons today and year by year, or those
future generations.
The gap between rich and poor widens, not only in the UK but globally as we continue to
exploit and consume whilst resources dwindle. We confess that many of us have taken too
much, and not considered the needs of future generations. We confess our hunger for
more, and our failure to appreciate what we already have. We are sorry that we have not
been more grateful; whilst Earth’s resources and human rights are pushed aside for profit.
We confess apathy to injustices, and haste in judging.
This is not who you made us to be. We have not been good caretakers of your
blue planet. We have not loved our neighbours. Forgive us, creator God.
Forgive us. Renew us. Inspire us. And in your strength, creator God, we declare:
Enough inequality. Enough consumerism. Enough climate crisis. Help us to take
more responsibility, gain wisdom to live appropriately, urgency to act, and courage to make
changes and the voice to call for change.
Thank you, Creator God for your kindness and mercy. We look to your promise of restoration
as we move forward, strengthened by your love and forgiveness. May we act now out of joy:
joy in the living hope of knowing you
joy in serving each other
joy in the beauty and diversity of creation, your gift to us
joy in your provision and your care – joy in enough

•
•
•
•

*

*Green Christian

8

https://greenchristian.org.uk/

Photos: https://uk.images.search. Australian bush fire: The Guardian, January
2020.
blue planet: Lerne Sefe blog.
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St Andrew’s Night Shelter
13 - 20 January 2020
The week seemed to go well and smoothly. The organising team are
familiar with the routine so we know what works and a lot of volunteers
have previous experience of volunteering at our shelter. There were up to
ten men staying each night. Sometimes the guests were able to stay
overnight with a friend and one guest was in London for a couple of nights
having a medical assessment related to his appeal. The guests got along
well with each other, as they have been together for some months, some
since last winter. The shelter only shut for 2 months during June, July 2019
when there were no available host venues. At this point only one of the ten
had accommodation in Grace Hosting. The remaining nine were
potentially homeless, unless they could sofa surf. One guest camped on
Otley Chevin for that time. The WYDAN team are hoping to run the shelter
all year round.
Meal times were generally sociable and there was often banter between
the guests, and between volunteers and guests. Otherwise the guests
were fairly quiet during the evening, preferring to rest on their beds. This
can be disconcerting if you are a welcomer or socialiser but in our week
alone we had over 50 volunteers and that is a lot of people to get to know.
They are quite tired when they have spent the day in town trying to pass
the time. A lot of them go to the library; some have appointments regarding
their case at the Red Cross or PAFRAS, if they have medical problems
they can go to York Street medical centre. On a Wednesday morning they
can go to a drop in at PAFRAS at St Aidans. They know the cafes where
they can go for a drink or some food. They are “Pay as you feel” cafes.
On some evenings, some of them enjoyed table tennis or we were able
to watch a football match on the screen and they enjoyed countryside
programmes with animals. The guests seemed to accept that they would
not be able to cook themselves at our shelter. At many shelters they have
an accessible kitchen, which they can use. There was a kettle, toaster and
microwave within the sanctuary for them to use and snacks available.
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A number of volunteers joined us from Lidgett Park Methodist church and
some from the local community.
The guests were from many different countries, including Ethiopia,
Guinea, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Kuwait. The shelter is
normally open from 5pm until 9am each day. We managed to open early
on Sunday afternoon from 3 -5 pm, as there are not so many places open
at the weekend. They have a bus pass for the week, which has been
funded by donations from the congregation.
Here are some quotes from volunteers:
New welcomer – “It was a privilege and a pleasure. I didn’t feel like I did
much and would like to do more next time. Feed back should come from
the guests.”
Returning breakfast volunteer- “ Everything went well. It was relaxed and
worthwhile.”
New cook – “ I would be happy to do it again. “
There is a student involved with WYDAN who is collating feedback from
the guests, which we will receive eventually but initial response was that
they could be overwhelmed if there were too many volunteers.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – 15 - 22 February 2021 is the next
St Andrew’s shelter which will be half term. Please could you consider
whether you might volunteer next year?
Finally, a big THANK YOU to everyone who was involved in the shelter,
from donating, moving chairs, praying for us, an encouraging word,
volunteering, washing, shopping, setting up. You were all essential to the
success of the week.

Carol Fearn
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2020 Youth Partnership visit 8.8.20 to 15.8.20
The final day to sign up for the 2020 Youth Partnership visit is Thursday 20th March.
If you are aged 12 to 25 and want to take part contact:
Beverley Gilbert children@standrews.cc
or Karen Lamb karenlamb154@gmail.com before then!
Stuttgart Youth Hostel
Television tower
Daimler-Benz-Museum
Wilhelma zoo and gardens
Shopping in Frankenthal and Stuttgart
Rally around Frankenthal
Outing to a castle

YORKSHIRE ASSEMBLY 2020
The Spa Scarborough
Wednesday 6 May
11.30am - 4pm
For more information please speak to
Claire Westgarth
12
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Roundhay Churches
Together Lent Group
‘Meeting God in
Ordinary places’
A Lent course

Explore the ordinary places of the Easter story in
which the extraordinary events of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection occurred.
Be encouraged to look at the ordinary places of
your own life, and rediscover them as places in
which you may meet the living God.

Tuesday mornings & evenings at Lidgett Park
Methodist Church 11-12.30pm & 7.30-9pm (Each
session is run in the morning and evening)
March 3rd, 10th,17th, 24th & 31st

ALL ARE WELCOME
13
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Listen up!
Speaking into a microphone in front of a large group is quite a surreal
experience to a lot of people. However, with the clue in its title, Youth
Assembly mainly focuses around business oriented sessions, with the
aim of giving the Youth of the United Reformed Church a voice to be heard,
even in the upper echelons of Church House. It’s not a widely known fact,
but the young people of our denomination actually make up a third of the
diverse range of people associated with a URC in some way. Youth
Assembly steps in and provides the Youth of the Church, albeit those aged
16 to 25, a stage in which to speak their minds.
For the past five January’s, I've been attending Youth Assembly for this
exact reason. Considering the range of topics that are discussed; from a
call for “Further, more drastic action” to address the climate emergency,
to unanimously showing dissent towards the Churches Together in
England decision to stop someone in an equal (same-sex) marriage from
becoming their fourth president, the motions at the 2020 Youth Assembly
spoke and debated on, do have wider impact than just being sent to a
committee. It is through the young people attending and their voices on
these matters that decisions are made and change happens.
Without fail over the weekend you see a variety of different young people
realise the opportunities that these sessions hold, stand up, grab the
microphone and deliver their message with the hopes of changing our
Church for the better in years to come.

Aaron Wood

St Andrew's young people who attended this years Youth Assembly
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From left to right: Ryan, Dan, Jacob, Emma, Aaron and Megan
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Klaus Böhm - An Appreciation
In 1961 Eric Allen took a group of young people from Banstead to stay in
the Martin Busser House in Bad Durkheim in Germany and it was here he
first met Klaus Böhm with his group of young people.
By the late 60s when Klaus Böhm was the minister at the Lutherkirche in
Frankenthal and Eric Allen was by then the minister at St Andrew's
Roundhay, informal visits began between small groups of people from
each congregation. This developed into a formal Partnership in 1971 and
was to be the start of many lifelong friendships and reciprocal visits.
Now almost 50 years later, plans are underway to celebrate this occasion
at St Andrew's in 2021.
Klaus's ministry at the Lutherkirche ended when he was appointed Decan
of Speyer. His interest in the Partnership continued and he often came to
Frankenthal during our visits there.
For the last few years Klaus had been in a Home and was visited each day
by his devoted wife Sigrid. Klaus died in hospital on the 20 January and
we give thanks for his life, his ministry and our Partnership. We remember
Sigrid in our prayers.

Carol Parfitt

ly
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St Andrew’s “Sharing God’s Love”
Collections Schedule, 2020
There is a new yellow 'collections card' available now on the tables at
the front or back of the church for you to take home. Here is a summary
of the charities we support and how best to support them.
St George’s Crypt who work with homeless people mostly need casual
clothing, namely jogging bottoms, t shirts, fleeces, underwear, socks
but can also use other clothing, sheets, pillow slips, duvet covers,
blankets and sleeping bags, but can only accept new duvets and
pillows. Also kitchenware.
Donations can be taken directly to St George’s Crypt, LS1 3BR. Clients
staying there or accessing their services can buy items at a nominal
price or are given what they need. They have two charity shops, one in
Armley and one on Street Lane opposite the Deer Park. Suitable
donations could be taken to the shop. The money raised goes towards
the work of the Crypt.
PAFRAS – Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers. They run
a drop in centre at St Aidan’s church on Roundhay Road, LS7 1AB
weekly. They provide immediate humanitarian relief, provide long term
support, advice and advocacy to make lasting improvements to the
clients’ situation. Also they raise awareness and campaign locally and
nationally on issues concerning their clients.
Food and toiletries can be taken to the community centre behind
St. Aidans on a Wednesday between 10am and 1pm. Clothing needs
to be taken to St Vincent’s Support Centre, 4, Berking Avenue, LS9 9LF
Monday to Friday 10am – 4pm. PAFRAS have nowhere to store clothing
and so work in partnership and direct their clients to go to St Vincent’s
where they can choose, try on and receive what they need without
payment.
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Joanna project work with vulnerable women and ask for toiletries and
sanitary products. Donations are taken to the Joanna house in Leeds
LS11 9RR.
At Harvest we support PAFRAS and Caring for Life who work with
vulnerable adults. We also give gifts to Caring for Life beneficiaries at
Easter such as candles, toiletries or Easter eggs. Their donations are
taken to Crag House Farm, LS16 9NH.
This Christmas the toy appeal will be different. We will be having a TOY
SERVICE. The date will be confirmed nearer the time but will probably be
sometime during November / December. We will ask the congregation to
bring a new unwrapped toy, game or book to give during the service. A
small packet of crayons, colouring books etc can be purchased quite
cheaply as there are many demands on our money at this time of year. The
gifts will be shared between St George’s Crypt and PAFRAS. Second
hand toys can be given to St Vincent’s Support centre at any time.
Alternative arrangements will be available if you are unable to attend the
service or for non-churchgoers who support the appeal.
If you would like to help with transport of donations to any of the charities
above please speak to Carol Fearn or Alex Jowitt. Also if you would like
and are able to take your donations directly to the charity then this can be
helpful. Otherwise please place your donations in the red box in the car
park entrance.
The PAFRAS basket is always available for food and toiletry donations,
which will be shared with the local food bank, and this is ongoing.
Thank you very much for all your support.

Carol Fearn
Front cover photograph taken by Mandy
Grant and used with permission
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St. Andrew’s has been lit up for the
following special people during the
last few months
2019
20 December “In loving memory of Nancie Stirk, from Frank,
John and Jean”
th

26 December
th

“Remembering Patrick Milner, a very dear,
devoted and loving Husband, Father and
Grandpa, always in our thoughts. Every day in
some small way, memories of you come our way
and though absent, you are always near, still
missed, loved and always dear. Gill, Richard,
David and their families, Jack, Lola, Kit and
Georgie”

2020
8 January

Chris & Anne Dodd in loving memory of Ruth &
Willie McFarlane

17 January

Ivy Miller in loving memory of Art

21 January

Pat Slater for Ian on his birthday

22 January

and their wedding anniversary,
“Always remembered with love”

7 February

Jeremy Freeman “In memory of my mother, Marcelle
Sanger”

13 February

In celebration of the birthday of Ellen Peel with love
from all the Family

th

th

st

nd

th

th
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25 February Karen Lamb, Andrew, Rhiannon, Carys and the Family in
memory of Keith to mark his birthday
th

Light of the World
May Your light shine on those who have lit the
Church
for special people in their lives.
Light of the World
May Your light shine on those celebrating a birthday.
May Your light shine with gentleness on the people
loved so much in life and with comfort on those who
treasure memories.
Amen
RoCo members are looking forward to the Spring production, Fatal
Encounter, produced by Sheila Telfer, in early April. We hope you will
come along to see this Francis Durbridge thriller.
Meanwhile the set is under construction and we hope we can tempt a few
more people to join the Back Stage Team. Stage Crew meets most
Wednesday evenings from 7.30 pm for a couple of hours and would
warmly welcome more help.
We are also appealing for some "muscle(!)" to help move raised flooring
in and out of the hall, just before and after the production.
This particular task should only take approximately 45 minutes on each
of two occasions and we would be very grateful for offers of assistance
on one or both sessions. Dates and times for this will be given as soon
as possible.
If you are able to help either by joining Stage Crew or with the flooring
please speak to Brian or Jill Marston who will gladly give more
information. Thank you.
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January / February 2020

Moving Stories
Israel and
the occupied Palestinian territories
‘Inspiration’
by Emma Clare Nutbrown Hughes, URC pilgrims to IOPT
in 2019

Nidal said that one million Palestinians have
been in prison. He was himself in prison for
two years. He was also tortured.
‘As Christians we should stand by the poor,
marginalised and displaced. Don’t support us
because we are Palestinians, but because we
are a people in misery, because of the
conditions imposed by others.’

Pic by Kevin Snyman Creative Commons

The 2019 URC educational trip to Israel and
The Occupied Palestinian Territories was an
intense, thought-provoking and moving time.
We travelled not just as socio-political
observers but as Christians, exploring how our
faith might guide our response to what we
saw. We saw and learnt about conflict,
inequality and injustice. The trip was also a
response to the Palestinian Church leaders’
invition - issued to Christians across the world
- to visit and experience their everyday lives.
Nidal abu Zuluf is the manager of a joint
advocacy initiative between the YMCA and
YWCA in Bethlehem. The initiative aims to give
hope to young people. Many don’t feel safe,
have no jobs. They want to live in dignity.

Nidal insisted that Palestinians wanted
liberation for the Israelis too, for them to stop
violating international law.
‘We love them,’ he told us. “It’s hard for me
but we must love them. We are all born in the
image of God and are equal in dignity. This is
what Christianity means.’
It was called an educational trip and it
certainly was. It was inspiring. I am delighted
to belong to a church willing to learn, to
explore and engage with justice.
Please contact your Synod Office, or Kevin, if you
want to learn more about the URC’s education trip
to IOPT. Thank you for brilliant support for
Commitment for Life.

Nidal’s programmes help young people
develop leadership skills. About 200 students
are invited each year from Europe for
placements. This enables young locals to share
with and learn from each other and others.
Pic by Kevin Snyman Creative Commons

Commitment for Life is the Global Justice Programme of the United Reformed Church in the UK
kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk | 020 7520 2726 | suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk | 020 7916 8638
www.urc.org.uk/cfl | www.facebook.com/comm4life | Twitter: @Comm4Life1
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Worship Dates
March
Sunday

1 10.30am Family Worship with Holy Communion
Rev Tim Lowe

Friday

6

7.00pm World Day of Prayer Service

Sunday

8 10.30am Family Worship

Rev Tim Lowe

6.00pm Evening Communion Service
Rev Tim Lowe
Saturday

14

3.30pm Messy Church for all ages

Sunday

15

9.30am Early Communion

David Figures

10.30am Family Worship
Sunday

Sheila Telfer

22 10.30am Mothering Sunday Parade Service
Ryan Lawrence and The Worship Group

Sunday

29 10.30am Family Worship

Rev Tim Lowe

6.00pm Ecumenical Evening Service
at St Andrew’s

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of
St Andrew’s magazine. The deadline for contributions to the
April magazine is 12 March please. Articles may be typed,
hand-written or emailed to Claire Westgarth
claire2207@icloud.com

Views expressed by groups and individuals in this magazine are personal
and do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the United Reformed
Church, St Andrew’s Roundhay United Reformed Church, or any member
of the editorial team.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
EXPLORER SCOUTS, SCOUTS, CUBS, BEAVERS
Stephen Welburn

266 4677

GUIDES, BROWNIES, RAINBOWS
Jane Murray (Guide Leader)

212 0279

CHILDREN AND FAMILY WORKER
Beverley Gilbert

07584 137698

TODDLERS GROUP
Sheila Hartley

293 3738

BADMINTON and TABLE TENNIS
Jill Marston

293 8343

BRIDGE CLUB
Max Dudley

237 0389

RoCo

Brenda Porter

ROOM BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES
bookings@standrews.cc

266 4164

07584 269535

INDOOR BOWLS
Margaret Squires

266 2537

STUDENT CONTACT
Jean Walker

266 4831

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Elaine Weston

266 2183

ASSISTANT SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Eileen Belverstone

266 4814
23

ST ANDREW’S ROUNDHAY
United Reformed Church, Shaftesbury Avenue, Leeds LS8 1DS
www.standrews.cc
REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Sunday

10.30am
9.30am

5.30-7.30pm
6.00pm

Family Worship and Junior Church with
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday in the month
Holy Communion on 3rd Sunday in the month
A Crèche is available every Sunday throughout
Family Worship for children aged 0-3 years
Youth Club 8-12 + yrs
Evening Service (2nd Sunday)

Monday

9.45am
6.15pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Badminton
Rainbows (12th Roundhay)
Guides (4th Roundhay)
RoCo

Tuesday

10.00am
5.00pm
6.00pm
6.15pm
7.15pm
7.00pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Toddlers Group
Rainbows (4th Roundhay)
Beaver Scouts (11th North Leeds)
Brownies (4th Roundhay)
Cub Scouts (11th North Leeds)
Prayer Time
Guides (6th Roundhay) & Rangers (2nd Roundhay)
Bible Study & Discussion Group (alternate weeks)

Wednesday

10.00am
12.30pm
1.30pm
2.00pm
5.00pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

Toddlers Group
Drop in Lunch Club (2nd week of the month)
Table Tennis
Singing for Pleasure (2nd & 4th weeks of the month)
Rainbows (6th Roundhay)
Church Meeting (as arranged)
Stage Crew

Thursday

9.15am
10.00am
1.15pm
5.00pm
6.15pm
7.30pm
7.30 pm
7.30pm

Time with God
Twins & Multiples (1st & 3rd weeks of the month)
Indoor Bowls (October to April)
Rainbows(1st Roundhay)
Brownies (6th Roundhay)
Explorer Scouts Unit (St Andrew's)
Badminton
RoCo

Friday

10.00am
1.15pm
6.30pm
7.15pm

Toddlers Group
Bridge Club
Choir Practice
Scouts (11th North Leeds)

Saturday

3.30pm

Messy Church (2nd week of the month)

